	Mrs. Hemberger’s 7th Grade Vocabulary List

	This year in seventh grade, students will be assigned five words per week to learn. They will learn these words in alphabetical order. The children will be able to study these words on Quizlet by looking up my name and finding the appropriate list. 

Besides the fact that vocabulary development will help your child enjoy the sweet taste of success in his/her core classes, having a rich vocabulary will help your child express thoughts intelligently later in life.

Almost every week there will be a vocabulary quiz over each week’s new words. Students will be held responsible for former words, also. At the end of each quarter, the children will take a quiz over that quarter’s vocabulary words. Ask to see your child’s agenda for a list of each week’s words and to find out if there is a quiz. The list of words, their definitions, and synonyms are all below.  This list includes that week that these words will be studied and tested.

Please remind your child to keep this vocabulary booklet in a safe place so it can be used as a study guide throughout the year. Regularly reviewing this list with your child would be a great way to help him/her be more successful in language arts. If your child needs another booklet, please feel free to email me for another copy.



	WEEK
	WORD
	DEFINITION
	SYNONYMS

	1
	ADJACENT
	(adj.) That which is near or bordering upon
	neighboring; nearby; alongside

	1
	ALIGHT
	(v.) To come down and settle, as after flight; (adj.) Provided with light, lit up
	touch down; land; descend; dismount

	1
	ALLIANCE
	(n.) Any combination or union for some common purpose
	coalition; league; pact

	1
	ALLITERATION
	(n.) Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words
	

	1
	ALLUSION
	(n.) When an author intentionally makes a reference to another work, such as another piece of literature, a piece of artwork, or a time, place or person
	quotation, refer

	2
	AMISS
	(adj.) Improper, not as something should be; (adv.) Out of proper order, in a mistaken way
	awry; imperfect

	2
	ANECDOTE
	(n.) A short narrative of an interesting, amusing, or biographical incident; A

humorous account
	yarn; vignette; sketch; story; tale

	2
	ANIMATED
	(adj.) Very active, lively; Full of life; Moved to action
	vigorous; energetic

	2
	ANONYMOUS
	(adj.) Nameless; Done by an unidentified person
	unnamed; nameless

	2
	ASSONANCE
	(n.) Repetition of vowel sounds at the beginning of words
	

	3
	AUTOBIOGRAPHY
	(n.) A type of literature written by someone about his or her life
	diary, life story, memoir

	3
	AVAILABLE
	(adj.) Ready for use, at hand
	on hand; obtainable

	3
	BARREN
	(adj.) Vast emptiness without life
	arid; desolate; sterile; unproductive

	3
	BEWILDER
	(v.) To confuse the perceptions or judgment of; To puzzle or baffle
	perplex; baffle

	3
	BIOGRAPHY
	(n.) A type of literature written about someone by another person
	life story, memoir, journal

	4
	BRAWL
	(n.) A noisy quarrel, squabble, or fight; (v.) To fight noisily, angrily or

disruptively
	scuffle; spar; scrap

	4
	BROOD
	(n.) The young of certain animals, especially birds; The children in one family;         (v.) To think moodily or anxiously about something
	agonize; worry; meditate; ponder

	4
	BROWSE
	(v.) To inspect something leisurely and casually
	graze; dip into; scan; skim

	4
	BUFFOON
	(n.) A clown; A stupid person
	fool; jester

	4
	CATER
	(v.) To satisfy the needs of, try to make things easy and pleasant; To supply food and service
	provide; gratify; indulge; pamper

	5
	CHARACTER
	(n.) protagonist, antagonist, hero/heroine are the people that move the plot along and the reason that many readers stay with a story
	cast, personality

	5
	CLIMAX
	(n.) A very exciting section of the story where the main conflict is resolved
	turning point, capstone, crest

	5
	COMEDY
	(n.) A type of story designed for humor and irony
	farce, humor, satire, sitcom

	5
	CONFLICT
	(n.) This important part of the story often prevents the characters from achieving their goals but allows them to grow from experiences and continue the journey
	battle, clash, rivalry, struggle, combat

	5
	CONSOLIDATE 
	(v.) To combine into one body or system; To unite merge; firm up; strengthen
	merge; firm up; strengthen

	6
	CONTROVERSIAL 
	 (adj.) Likely to cause a dispute between opposing views; Arousing argument debatable; arguable
	debatable; arguable

	6
	COUNTERFEIT
	(n.) An imitation intended to be passed off deceptively as real, a forgery; (v.) To make fraudulent copies of something valuable; (adj.) Fake, bogus or phony
	bogus; phony; false

	6
	CULMINATE 
	(v.) To reach a final or climactic stage terminate; conclude
	terminate; conclude

	6
	CUSTOMARY
	(adj.) Usual, expected, routine
	traditional; normal; regular

	6
	DETEST
	(v.) To dislike or hate with intensity; To loathe
	despise; abhor; hate

	7
	DIALOGUE
	(n.) The words that characters speak
	talk, conversation, communication,

	7
	DISHEARTEN
	(v.) To take away the enthusiasm of; To discourage
	dispirit; demoralize; dismay

	7
	DISRUPT
	(v.) To disturb or break up something that is happening
	disorder; displace; upset

	7
	DISSUAD
	(v.)  To discourage, talk out of doing something 
	talk out of; discourage

	7
	DOCILE 
	 (adj.)  Obedient; Easily managed of taught; Gentle pliant; teachable; manageable
	pliant; teachable; manageable

	8
	DOMESTIC
	(n.)  A hired household servant; (adj.) Originating, growing, or produced in a certain place or region, indigenous
	household; native

	8
	DOMINATE 
	(v.)  To influence with control; To rule over by strength, control; To tower over
	overlook; govern; control

	8
	DOWNRIGHT
	(adj.)  Absolute, complete, out-and-out; Frankly direct and blunt,

straightforward; (adv.) Thoroughly or completely
	unqualified; out-and-out; total

	8
	DRAMA
	(n.)  A type of fiction characterized by performance of actors 
	comedy, play, show, farce, theater

	8
	DRONE
	(n.)  An idle person who lives off of others, a loafer; (v.) To speak in a dull, flat

tone
	buzz; hum; do-nothing; bum

	9
	DUPE
	(n.)  A person who is easily fooled, tricked or deceived; (v.) To fool, trick or

deceive
	delude; hoodwink; mislead; fool

	9
	DYNAMIC
	(adj.)  Characterized by continuous change, activity, or progress
	high-powered; vigorous

	9
	DYNASTY
	(n.) A powerful family or group of rulers that maintain its power
	ruling house; regime

	9
	ENTREAT
	(v.)  To ask for or request seriously; To beg, implore, plead or beseech
	beseech; plead

	9
	ENTREPRENEUR
	(n.)  A risk-taker who has the skills and initiative to establish a business
	impresario; businessperson

	10
	ERADICATE
	(v.) To root out, get rid of, destroy completely
	uproot; wipe out

	10
	FABLE
	(n.) A type of fictional story where the main characters non-humans, such as animals or mythical creatures, but have the qualities of humans
	fantasy, parable, tale, legend, fiction

	10
	FALLIBLE 
	(adj.)  Capable of making a mistake; Imperfect and errant 
	errant; imperfect

	10
	FICKLE 
	(adj.) Lacking loyalty; Unpredictably changeable; Erratic 
	faithless; inconstant; capricious

	10
	FICTION
	(n.)  A type of narrative literature that contains imaginary characters and events
	fable, fantasy, myth, tale

	11
	FIREBRAND 
	(n.) A person who stirs up trouble or incites a revolt; A troublemaker
	rabble-rouser; agitator; hothead

	11
	FLAGRANT
	(adj.)  Shockingly noticeable or evident; Obvious; Glaring
	blatant; gross; outrageous

	11
	FLASHBACK
	(n.)  Part of a story that happened before the current action which is brought out through characters’ dreams or storytelling
	memory, recollection, hallucination

	11
	FLAW
	(n.)  An imperfection, defect, fault, blemish
	imperfection; blemish

	11
	FLEDGLING
	(n.)  One that is young and inexperienced, a beginner; (adj.) Young, new or

inexperienced
	novice; tyro; newbie

	12
	FLUSTER
	(n.)  Nervous excitement or confusion; (v.) To put into a state of agitated

confusion
	agitate; rattle; disconcert

	12
	FORESHADOWING
	 (n.)  Is when the author alludes to upcoming events without directly stating that they will happen
	foretell, imply, predict

	12
	FOREMOST
	(adj.) In the front or first position; (adv.) First in time or place, ahead of all others
	leading; principal; paramount

	12
	FORETASTE
	(n.) A slight and partial experience, knowledge, or taste of something to come in the future; anticipation
	anticipation; preview

	12
	FRUITLESS 
	 (adj.) Not producing the desired results; Unsuccessful 
	futile; unproductive; vain; useless

	13
	FRUSTRATE 
	(v.) To cause feelings of discouragement; To prevent from finishing a purpose 
	disappoint; baffle; foil; thwart

	13
	FUGITIVE
	(n.) Someone running away from the law; (adj.) Lasting only a short time, fleeting; Difficult to understand
	deserter; runaway

	13
	GENRE
	(n.) How literature is categorized based on literary conventions
	type, like, kind

	13
	GERMINATE 
	(v.) To begin to grow or develop; To cause to come into existence 
	burgeon; grow; shoot up; sprout

	13
	GOAD
	(n.)  Something that encourages, urges or drives, a stimulus; (v.) To encourage or urge a person or animal to do something
	incite; spur on; prod

	14
	GRIM 
	(adj.)  Dismal and gloomy; Inspiring horror or shock 
	ferocious; frightful; dreadful

	14
	GRIMY 
	(adj.)  Covered with ingrained dirt or soot; Dirty or filthy
	sooty; dirt-encrusted; soiled; filthy

	14
	HAZARD 
	(n.)  An unavoidable danger or risk; (v.) To expose to danger or harm 
	venture; danger

	14
	HOMICIDE 
	 (n.)  The killing of one person by another; Murder; Manslaughter 
	manslaughter

	14
	HOSTILE 
	(adj.)  Unfriendly, unfavorable; Warlike or aggressive
	aggressive; warlike; unfriendly

	15
	HUMDRUM
	(adj.) Lacking variety or excitement; Dull; Ordinary
	boring; prosaic; uneventful; monotonous

	15
	HURTLE 
	(v.) To rush violently; To speed along; To fling with force 
	fling; catapult; race; fly; speed

	15
	HYPERBOLE
	(n.)  An exaggeration
	overstatement, metaphor, hype

	15
	IMAGERY
	(n.) Words used to evoke pictures in the minds of the readers
	symbolism, mental images

	15
	INDIFFERENCE 
	(n.)  A lack of interest or concern 
	unconcern; apathy

	16
	INDIGNANT
	(adj.)  Filled with anger or resentment over something
	exasperated; outraged; resentful; offended

	16
	INDISPENSABLE
	(adj.)  Absolutely necessary, not to be neglected, essential, crucial, vital
	vital; crucial; essential

	16
	INDULGE
	(v.) To take part in pleasure; To give in to a wish or desire
	pamper; coddle; humor; oblige

	16
	INFLAMMABLE
	(adj.)  Easily set on fire or excited
	excitable; flammable; combustible

	16
	INFLICT 
	(v.) To give or cause something unpleasant; To impose 
	visit upon; deal out

	17
	INGREDIENT 
	(n.) One of the materials in a mixture, recipe, or formula
	factor; constituent; component; element

	17
	INIMITABLE 
	(adj.)  Not capable of being copied 
	unique; incomparable; matchless

	17
	INSINUATE 
	 (v.) To imply; To suggest or hint slyly intimate; imply
	Intimate; imply

	17
	INTERMINABLE 
	(adj.) Having no limit or end; Endless 
	ceaseless; never-ending

	17
	INTERROGATE 
	(v.) To examine formally by questioning 
	query; question

	18
	IOTA 
	(n.) A very small quantity or degree 
	smidgen; bit; jot; dab; speck

	18
	IRONY
	(n.)  Words used that often mean something different or the opposite of what they mean
	satire, twist, humor, wit

	18
	LITERATE 
	(adj.) Able to read and write; Having knowledge or training 
	trained; educated

	18
	LOOM
	(n.)  A hand-operated machine for weaving fabrics; (v.) To come into view as a massive, distorted or indistinct image
	tower; hover; surface; emerge

	18
	LUBRICATE 
	(v.) To make slippery or smooth; To apply oil; To reduce friction 
	grease; oil

	19
	LUSTER 
	(n.) The quality of giving off light, brightness, glitter
	shine; sheen; gloss

	19
	MALIGNANT 
	(adj.) Tending to do great harm; Evil in nature 
	wicked; lethal

	19
	MARGINAL 
	(adj.)  At the outer or lower limits; Minimal for requirements; Almost insufficient 
	borderline; minimal; peripheral

	19
	MAUL 
	(n.) A heavy hammer; (v.) To injure by a rough beating, to bruise
	batter; manhandle; rough up

	19
	METER
	(n.) Combinations of accented and unaccented syllables which often form a pattern
	feet, cadence, music, measure

	20
	MISCELLANEOUS 
	(adj.) Consisting of different diverse things, having multiple varied qualities
	mixed; assorted; varied; diverse

	20
	MOMENTUM
	(n.) An impelling force or strength that keeps something going
	drive; thrust; impetus

	20
	MOOD
	(n.)  How the reader feels about the text while reading
	atmosphere, condition, attitude

	20
	MORTIFY
	(v.)  To cause to experience shame, humiliation, or wounded pride; To humiliate
	abash; embarrass; humiliate

	20
	MUTUAL 
	(adj.)  Shared or felt in common by two or more; Reciprocal 
	reciprocal; shared; joint; two

	21
	NARRATOR
	(n.) Is the person who tells the story and can be limited or omniscient
	story teller, author, writer

	21
	NON-FICTION
	(n.)  A type of narrative literature where the characters and events actually happened
	essay, text, edition, brochure

	21
	NOTABLE
	(n.)  A prominent, distinguished, or important person; (adj.) Worthy of attention; prominent, important or distinguished
	noteworthy; impressive; striking

	21
	NOVEL
	(n.)  A longer work of fictional prose
	book, text, manual

	21
	NURTURE
	(n.)  Ones upbringing, training, or education; (v.) To provide care, support and encouragement
	raise; rear; foster

	22
	ONOMATOPOEIA
	(n.) Words that represent sounds; bang, clang    (comic books)
	Imitate, 

	22
	ORATION 
	(n.)  An elaborate or formal public speech 
	harangue; address

	22
	ORTHODOX 
	(adj.)  Conforming to the commonly accepted beliefs; Traditional 
	customary; standard; traditional

	22
	PARADOX
	(n.)  A seemingly contradictory statement that may nonetheless be true; A self-contradiction
	riddle; enigma; anomaly; absurdity

	22
	PEEVISH 
	(adj.)  Easily irritated or annoyed 
	stubborn; testy; cranky; crabby

	22
	PELT 
	(v.)  To throw a stream of things; To strike successively 
	pepper; shower; bombard

	23
	PENDING
	(adj.)  Remaining undecided, awaiting decision or settlement; About to take place; (prep.) While awaiting, until
	undecided; unsettled

	23
	PERJURY 
	(n.)  A deliberate lie told under oath; 
	lies; false witness

	23
	PLAGUE
	(n.)  A widespread deadly disease, calamity, or evil; (v.) To pester or annoy constantly
	vex; pester; pestilence; epidemic

	23
	PLOT
	(n.)  These are events in the story from the beginning until the end
	design, conspiracy, maneuver

	23
	POETRY
	(n.)  A type of literary art form where writers use figurative language and other poetic devices to get the point of their subject across
	poem, verse, rhyme

	24
	POINT OF VIEW
	(n.)  How the story is told by the narrator or author; either first, second, or third person
	angle, perspective, opinion

	24
	POISED 
	(adj.)  Balanced, suspended; Calm, controlled; Ready for action
	ready; self-confident; collected

	24
	POTENTIAL
	(n.)  Something that has the ability or capacity to come into being; (adj.) Possible or capable of happening
	capability; possibility

	24
	PRESCRIBE
	(v.) To issue commands or orders for 
	specify; appoint; recommend

	24
	PRESUME
	(v.)  To take to be the case or to be true; To accept without verification or proof
	surmise; assume; suppose

	25
	PREVIEW
	(n.)  An advance showing of something before its public opening; (v.) To view

or show beforehand or in advance
	foretaste

	25
	PRIOR
	(adj.) Coming earlier in order of importance or time
	previous; anterior

	25
	PROCURE
	(v.) To obtain through special effort; To bring about
	achieve; acquire; gain

	25
	PROFICIENT
	(adj.) Skilled; Very good at something; Competent
	competent; adept; able

	25
	PROMINENT
	(adj.)  Standing out so as to be easily seen; Conspicuous in position, character,

or importance
	conspicuous; noticeable

	26
	QUAINT
	(adj.)  Strange, peculiar, or unusual in an interesting, pleasing, or amusing way
	picturesque; peculiar; strange; curious

	26
	RADIANT
	(adj.) Shining, bright, giving forth light or energy
	resplendent; dazzling; brilliant; glowing

	26
	RECOMPENSE
	(n.)  Compensation for a loss, service or injury; (v.) To repay, pay back; To reward, as for a service
	compensation; repay

	26
	REFRAIN
	(n.)  Pattern of words or phrases that repeats throughout a literary work
	theme, melody

	26
	REGIME
	(n.)  A government in power; A form or system of rule or management; A period of rule
	rule; administration

	27
	RELUCTANT 
	(adj.)  Unwilling; Holding back; Struggling in opposition 
	hesitant; loath; disinclined

	27
	RENOVATE
	(v.)  To repair or restore to good condition; To make new again
	recondition; fix up; repair

	27
	REPETITION
	(n.)  When words, symbols, themes or other parts of the story are used more than once
	recurrence, repeat, again

	27
	RESOLUTION
	(n.)  This is how the story ends and happens after the climax
	decision, settlement, verdict

	27
	RÉSUMÉ
	(n.)  A brief written account of personal, educational, and professional qualifications and experience, as that prepared by an applicant for a job
	job history; synopsis

	28
	RETARD
	(v.) To slow down, restrain, impede
	impede; restrain; slow down

	28
	RHYME
	(n.)  When words that sound alike are paired together or near each other
	poem, verse, rhythm

	28
	RHYME SCHEME
	(n.) A repetition of a rhyming pattern
	

	28
	RURAL
	(adj.) Of, relating to or characteristic of the country or rustic farm areas
	rustic; countrified

	28
	SALVO
	(n.)  A forceful verbal or written assault; A simultaneous discharge of firearms
	barrage; volley; attack

	29
	SCIENCE FICTION
	(n.)  A type of genre where characters and events are often set in the future where science and technology far surpasses the present
	sci-fi, space fiction

	29
	SCRIMP
	(v.)  To be sparing or frugal; To economize or handle stingily
	economize

	29
	SCURRY
	(v.)  To move about or proceed hurriedly, scamper, to run quickly, dash or scramble
	scramble; dash; rush

	29
	SEETHE
	(v.) To be violently excited or agitated; To be excited or disturbed
	stew; simmer; churn

	29
	SENSORY LANGUAGE
	(n.) Descriptive language that attempts to invoke one or more of the five senses; taste, touch, hearing, sight
	

	30
	SETTING
	(n.)  This is where a story takes place in time and location
	location, site, surroundings

	30
	SHORT STORY
	(n.) A type of fictional narrative story usually written in prose; often shorter in length and focuses on one event, character, or incident
	narrative, novelette, tale

	30
	SINGE
	(n.)  A slight or surface burn, a scorch; (v.) To burn slightly, to burn at the ends

or edges
	sear; char; scorch

	30
	SNARE
	(n.)  A trapping device used for capturing animals; (v.) To trap, to catch by

trickery or wile
	entrap

	30
	SODDEN
	(adj.)  Soaked with liquid or moisture, saturated; Expressionless or dull (usually

from drunkenness)
	saturated; waterlogged; drenched

	31
	SPIRITED
	(adj.) Full of life and vigor
	gallant; animated; lively

	31
	SUBSTANTIAL
	(adj.) Considerable in importance, value, degree, amount or extent
	big; tangible; considerable

	31
	SULLEN
	(adj.) Silent or brooding because of ill humor
	morose; peevish; surly; grumpy

	31
	SUSPENSE
	(n.)  Happens when the storyteller or narrator builds excitement in a scene, often prior to the climax
	anticipation,  tension, uncertainty

	31
	SYMBOLISM
	(n.)  A symbol is a physical object that represents an idea or quality in literature
	metaphor, analogy, comparison

	32
	TACTFUL
	(adj.) Skilled in handling difficult situations or people; Diplomatic
	discreet; diplomatic; skillful

	32
	TAMPER
	(v.) To interfere with; To meddle
	mess with; fool with; monkey with

	32
	THEME
	(n.) Is the central idea of the story, which is often abstract (greed, love, coming of age)
	point, problem, subject, 

	32
	TONE
	(n.) Words used to express how the author feels about the text
	mood, feeling, attitude, delivery

	32
	TRAGEDY
	(n.)  A type of narrative that often involves human suffering, including death, in the story
	misfortune, struggle, hardship, failure

	33
	TRANSPARENT 
	(adj.)  Easy to see through or understand 
	obvious; translucent; clear

	33
	TRICKLE
	(n.)  A small, slow quantity of anything coming; (v.) To flow very slowly in a thin stream or in drops
	small amount; drip; drizzle; dribble

	33
	TRIVIAL 
	(adj.) Of little importance or value 
	trifling; petty; insignificant

	33
	TRUCE 
	(n.) An agreement between opposing groups 
	armistice; cease

	33
	ULTIMATE 
	(adj.) Final conclusive; The highest possible 
	T

extreme; furthest; farthest

	34
	UNCERTAINTY 
	(n.) Doubt; The state of being unsure 
	hesitation; unsureness; doubtfulness

	34
	UNIQUE
	(adj.) Being the only one of its kind
	singular; distinctive; unparalleled

	34
	UNSCATHED
	(adj.) Unhurt, intact, unimpaired, uninjured
	unimpaired; intact; sound; unhurt

	34
	UPRIGHT
	(adj.) Good and honest; Vertical or straight, as in posture or position; (adv.) In

an upright position or direction, vertically posed
	virtuous; perpendicular

	34
	UTMOST
	(n.) The greatest possible amount, degree, or extent, the maximum; (adj.) Of

the highest or greatest degree, amount, or intensity; Most extreme
	maximum; supreme; best

	35
	VENGEANCE
	(n.) Infliction of injury, harm, humiliation, or the like, on a person by another

who has been harmed by that person
	revenge; retaliation; reprisal

	35
	VERIFY
	(v.) To prove to be true with evidence; To confirm
	substantiate; validate; prove

	35
	VICIOUS
	(adj.) Hurtful; Intending to harm
	savage; malicious; wicked

	35
	VIGILANT
	(adj.) Being on the alert to discover and ward off danger or insure safety;

Watchful
	attentive; alert; watchful

	35
	VIRTUAL
	(adj.) Being in essence or effect, but not in form or appearance; Simulated or

unreal
	equivalent to; functioning as

	36
	VOID
	(n.) An empty space; (v.) To invalidate, nullify, or cancel; (adj.) Empty, unfilled;

Not legally binding or enforceable
	bare; vacant; invalid

	36
	WAYWARD
	(adj.) Disobedient and resistant to guidance or discipline; Unpredictable and

irregular
	disobedient, rebellious; perverse,

unpredictable

	36
	WINCE
	(n.) A shrinking or startled movement or gesture; (v.) To draw back or tense

the body, to flinch
	recoil; shudder; flinch

	36
	WRATH
	(n.) Intense anger; Ire
	rage; fury; ire; anger

	36
	YEARN
	(v.) To desire strongly or persistently
	want; long for; crave


